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This digital exhibition presents photographs of the Avatar’s
Abode Archive collection of Baba Birthday Cards collected
carefully over many years by the Bruford family and
bequeathed to the archive by Bernard Bruford in 2023. 

Currently being re-housed and archived for protection in
perpetuity this precious collection demonstrates the
forward-planning, love and care of those closest to Baba
and how they celebrated Him across the world - sending a
handmade/ hand printed greeting card every year on Baba’s
birthday to close lovers across the world

THE COLLECTION Meher Year signifies the age of Baba’s
human form; Meher Baba was born in
1894. Thus, Meher Year Sixty-Nine, is the
Gregorian calendar year 1963 and so on.

This archive display opened on the 25th
of February, 2025, Baba’s Birthday on
“Meher Year One Hundred and
Nineteen”, including a physical display
of the cards in Baba’s house 



FORMAT

Baba quote

Baba picture

With all good wishes from...
Members of the Karkaria Family

A Message from
Meher Baba 

or a poem/song by
Francis Brabazon

As you may notice each card is unique but follows a
consistent format as such...



© Avatar's Abode Trust

Francis’ Poetry Inclusions

Sing!     O sing Meher’s name;
ring,      heart-bells his boundless fame.
              He is God and He is Man, 
              at his Nod the world began.
              He is truth and All-beauty
              he is true Infinity. 
Cling! O cling to Meher’s Name;
Spring soul lightly in his game.
              He is Giver, he is Friend, 
              love’s great River, Journey’s-end;
              divine Sun that shines for all, 
              the Same One for great and small.
 
                                                            -Francis Brabazon

Several of the cards in this collction have poems by Francis
Brabazon. From Birthday Card: Meher Year Seventy-Eight , the
poem reads:



The Kakaria Family and White Cloud Paper Mill

Meherjee Kakaria first met Meher Baba at Meherabad in
1927. He lived in Iran for many years and then settled in
Poona ( Pune ), India. In Poona he established White
Cloud Paper Mills, which was blessed by Baba himself.

It is beleived that the Birthday cards were made and
printed at White Cloud Paper Mills, the Baba community
here at The Abode are encouraged to reach out to the
Archives to build a more full picture of these cards and
their creation. 

Many of the Cards are addressed from Meherjee,
Homai (his wife) and his two daughters (Mehernaz and
Pervin).

At the end of his life Meherjee was buried in the Lower
Meherbad men’s graves. 

Francis Greeted in Poona, Meherjee on the far right.
Image: www.meherbabatravels.com



Meher Baba with Meherjee in 1956, Washington D.C. at Ivy Duce's home. Meherjee on the far left.
Image: www.meherbabatravels.com



Article from: www.meherbabatravels.com 
and courtesy of LSLP ; Fall 1990 page 2



Pulped and compressed
vegatable matter

including wheat husk and
other organic grain

remnants

Fine silk waste hand woven into a lace-like sheet and
decopaged onto handmade savanna brown card

fibrous cotton/silk rag
pink paper - perforated

using block cutting
method and decopaged

onto card

Silk thread added to
paper pulp during

process 

Materials

The collection presents a vast array of materiality and paper making methods, To
create unique and beautiful colour combinations, patterns and contrast. Each card
is made differently, with love and intention.





Meher Year Sixty-Nine
(1963)



Meher Year Sixty-Nine (1963)



Meher Year Seventy
(1964)



Meher Year Seventy
(1964)



Meher Year Seventy
(1964) (2)



Meher Year Seventy
(1964) (2)



Meher Year Seventy-One
(1965)



Meher Year
Seventy-One

(1965)



Meher Year Seventy-Two
(1966)



Meher Year Seventy-Two (1966)



Meher Year Seventy-Three
(1967)



Meher Year Seventy-Three (1966)



Baba’s Birthday cards from
years ‘63 to 81’ not in Avatar’s
Abode Archive collection so
far are: Meher Year Sevety-
Four to Seventy-Seven, Meher
Year Eighty and Meher Year
Eighty-Six.

The Card Pictured has no year
printed but is likely from one
of the above. 



The Card Pictured has no year printed but is likely from Meher Year Sevety-Four to
Seventy-Seven, Meher Year Eighty or Meher Year Eighty-Six.



Meher Year Seventy-Eight
(1972)



Meher Year Seventy-Eight (1972)



Meher Year Seventy-Nine
(1973)



Meher Year Seventy-Nine (1973)



Meher Year Eighty-One
(1975)



Meher Year Eighty-One (1975)



Meher Year Eighty-Two
(1976)



Meher Year Eighty-Two (1976)



Meher Year Eighty-Three
(1977)



Meher Year Eighty-Three (1977)



Meher Year Eighty-Four
(1978)



Meher Year Eighty-Four (1978)



Meher Year Eighty-Five
(1979)



Meher Year Eighty-Five (1979)



Meher Year Eighty-Seven
(1981)



Meher Year Eighty-Seven (1981)


